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Kalvin (Oziigizhiigweb) Ottertail, 1957-2017
Catfish Clan; Lac La Croix First Nation; Treaty 3



• TOTAL 1.67 M (roughly 4.9% of the Canadian population, 2016 census data)

actual nations in the full legal sense of 
the word
• only a nation can sign a treaty with another nation

• Not all Indigenous people have signed treaties, ceded territory, live on 
reserves, or are governed by the Indian Act



my great-great grandfather

Yehuda Moshe Henteleff

immigrated to Ste. Anne, MB

in 1911 from Chernigov,

Ukraine

my great grandfather

Jacob Axelrode

immigrated to

Winnipeg, MB in 1905

From Propoisk, Belarus



• Indigenous people have a disproportionately high burden of disease, and systemic factors 
are responsible for at least a third of this burden

• 75% of urban First Nations live on <$20,000/yr; homelessness rate is 8x higher

• In Nunavut, 70% of preschoolers experience food insecurity

• Métis
• Life expectancy differential: 4 yrs



• Indigenous people make up 25% of the federal prison population
• Today, there are more First Nations kids in the child welfare system than at the 

height of the residential schools (especially in Manitoba)

• The economic cost of not fixing the problem is staggering



• Physical and emotional health are the birthright of every 
Indigenous person

chicken 
pox, cholera, diphtheria, influenza, malaria, measles, scarlet 
fever, smallpox, typhoid, typhus, whooping cough, and the 
common cold

Chagas 
disease, syphilis, yaws

Chief Poundmaker





Hodinohso:ni

the 
oldest participatory democracy in the world



• The Royal Proclamation of 1763

Aboriginal Title

Chief Pontiac



Red: territory 
where Aboriginal 
Title has been 
extinguished, 
and where 
colonists may 
settle freely

Pink: territory 
where Aboriginal 
Title still exists 
(and can only be 
surrendered to 
the Crown), and 
where colonists 
may not settle



sovereign nations

the extinguishment of Aboriginal 
Title 

• What was recognized in 1763 was eventually taken away through the 
formal treaty process, notwithstanding the principles of peace and 
friendship agreed upon in 1613 



• Sir John A withheld food rations and starved First Nations into signing treaties 
and moving onto reserves in order to make room for the transcontinental 
railroad (more ethnic cleansing)

• The Numbered Treaties do not include most of British Columbia

Joseph Trutch



The “Parallel Universe” of Numbered Treaties



• Band governance structure is controlled by Ottawa

• The Indian Act essentially destroyed the political and economic institutions 
of First Nations, undermined their sovereignty, and created failed nations

• All the social determinants of health that are governed by the Indian Act 
(housing, education, economy, etc.) have been allowed to fail



North-West Rebellion 



only 100,000 Indigenous people living in 
Canada

5% of the original Indigenous 
population



the final solution to our Indian problem.



Instructions to Reinhard Heydrich, 31 July, 1941



...any of the following acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, 
a national, ethnical, racial or religious group, as such:

(a) Killing members of the group;
(b) Causing serious bodily harm, or harm to mental health, to members of 
the group;
(c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring 
about its physical destruction in whole or in part;
(d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group;
(e) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group.

UN Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, adopted by the 
UN General Assembly on 9 December, 1948; ratified on 12 January, 1951



“hungry 
all the time”



• In 1985, the Kimelman Report referred to this as 
‘cultural genocide’

• Today, Indigenous children are 12x more likely to 
end up in the child welfare system than non-
Indigenous children.  The trauma continues.



• Peace, friendship, and respect are constitutional rights in Canada





cultural genocide 



VS.
• Indigenous civilizations possess unique ways of knowing and 

interacting with the world that can help Indigenous people—and the 
rest of humanity—to heal themselves



Secure attachment is a 
human right


