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Date: December 21, 2017. 

 

Committee Members: 

Attended: Faygie Goodman (Chairperson), Nora Rothschild (Co-Chair/Minutes), Cheryl Avrich, Fran Cohen, Cathy Kreuter, 
Barbara Barak, Monique Isaacson 

 

Regrets: Ginger Mittleman 

 

 Item Follow-ups 

1. Discussion of Rough Outline and Topic as per Communications with Speaker       

Individual discussion of each speaker suggestions for topic outline etc. leading toward 
group consensus and further confirmation by speaker 

i. April 12, 2018 Dr. Arne Kislenko 

Draft Title: ‘The Trouble  with Terror’ or ’The War on Terror ’   

The war on terror has become a hallmark of the contemporary 

international order. 9/11 and other terrorist attacks around the 

world have are imbedded in our collective memories as symbols of 

a “new” global threat. Al Qaeda, Osama bin Laden, and ISIL have 

become terms in the common vernacular. But is it all really 

anything new? Contrary to popular belief, terrorism has always 

been part of the international polity and world history is l ittered 

with “terrorists.” This  lecture will explore some of the many 

dimensions of global terrorism, tracing the development of terror as 

a polit ical tool across cultural, religious, and ideological 

dimensions of some of the best - and least - known “terrorists” in 

history. We will then focus on the parameters of contemporary 

international terror, and how the “trouble” is not just with its 

proliferation around the world but also with our collective 

responses to it: gripping us with fear and often compromising the 

values of our civil soc iety 

ii. April 19, 2018. Adam Chapnick 

Draft Title: ‘Canada in the World in 2018’ or ‘Canada and the World: 
past, present & future’  

Discussed that it would be good to have some history prior to delving into the 
current and future picture of Canada, hence a possible Title change. We do 
however wish him to focus on present and future. 

When Justin Trudeau became Canada's 23rd Prime Minister in 2015, he 
boldly announced to the world "Canada is back."  Based on the initial 
responses of Canadians at home and leaders abroad, his message was well 
received.  But what did it really mean?  This lecture explores Canadian foreign 
policy beginning with an overview of critical national interests and concluding 
by exploring a series of contemporary challenges.  
(topics could include trade/NAFTA, national interests, security, UN, 
globalization, etc – will need to discuss to avoid duplication with other lectures. 

Faygie to confirm 
title, outline content, 
honorarium, etc. 
 
Faygie to update 
spreadsheet to show 
that he also offers 
other topics: 
espionage, hot spots 
in the world, WWII, 
Foreign policy. If 
feedback for this 
lecture is positive, 
we can consider him 
for future lectures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cheryl has call set 
up with Adam on 
Dec. 22. She will 
finalize/confirm title, 
modify outline 
content, confirm 
honorarium, etc.  
 
Faygie to update 
spreadsheet to show 
that he also offers 
other topics: United 
Nations, 10 events 
that shaped our 
national character, 
etc. If feedback for 
this lecture is 
positive, we can 
consider him for 
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iii. April 26, 2018 (or May 17, 2018) Sally Bean (she can do either date) 

Draft Title: Not yet Decided 

Cathy recently attended a panel discussion and found that Sally was a good 
speaker. Thus they initiated the invitation for her to speak.  

She is a bioethicist and policy advisor at Sunnybrook Health Sciences Centre.  
She is also involved in Artificial Intelligence (AI).  She can talk about AI in 
healthcare – with a positive spin. We are still waiting on identifying a specific 
topic until we finalize the last speaker – to avoid overlap. She is happy to 
speak on the topic of AI in healthcare or whatever topic might be most 
appropriate. She can make the focus of the AI talk more general to healthcare 
but also address associated ethical issues. 

iv. April 26 or May 17, 2018. Brendan Frey 

Barbara originally approached Molly Shoichet. However she has recently 
taken on a new position as chief scientist of Ontario. She therefore felt that 
she could not take this on now. She suggested two other speakers. Here 
are links to their youtubes: 

Alison McGuigan.   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fQ9lSfq0lTU 
  
Brendan Fray – She highly recommended Brendan as a very engaging 
speaker.   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hzLp0QETUhY&t=211s 

He is a professor at U of T. Involved with machine learning. The youtube shows 
his TedXToronto talk on Recipes in our Genomes. He speaks about genomes 
(DNA) and the impact for personalized medicine. Cells, genes and genomes. 
Likens genes to instructions in a recipe. It is very technical, but he does speak 
about it in a very relatable way. 
 
Barbara has reached out to him, offering him the two date options. She has not 
yet heard back from him. This may be due to holiday time.  
 
Discussed concerns that his is yet another health-related topic. Also concerned 
that it is very technical and may be difficult for some audience members. 
However, his TedTalk does show that he simplifies the topic.  

 
Barbara, Cheryl and Cathy (Science and Tech group) investigated the other 
speakers discussed at last meeting and found that they were not appropriate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

future lectures. 
 
 
Cathy to follow up 
with Sally as soon as 
we know the speaker 
and topic for the 
other date (April 26 
or May 17). 
 
Cheryl to inform 
Cathy of speaker 
and topic as soon as 
this is finalized. 
 
 
 
 
Barbars to follow up 
with Brendan to 
confirm a date, a 
title, content and 
honorarium.  Barbara 
was given the date 
December 27th as 
the final date before 
moving on to offer it 
to another speaker.  
 
In parallel, (in case 
Brendan is not 
available), the Sci-
Tech group will 
continue to look for 
alternate speakers, 
saying they are 
looking either for 
Spring or possibly 
the Fall series. We 
agreed to leave it to 
this group to finalize 
the final speaker as 
this needs to be 
completed by 
January 12, 2018. 
 
Faygie to update 
spreadsheet to show 
that Molly Shoichet 
could be approached 
sometime in future, 
once she has settled 
into her new job. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fQ9lSfq0lTU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hzLp0QETUhY&t=211s
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v. May 10, 2018. Michael Crabb. 
 
Draft Title: The Dancing Image: From ….to …. 
 

Michael Crabb is a Toronto-based arts journalist, broadcaster and lecturer and 
has written about dance internationally for almost forty years. He was a CBC 
Radio producer and on-air host from 1981 through 2000. He is currently dance 
critic for The Toronto Star. 

Michael is prepared to talk about any dance topic we request. We discussed 
that Dance in Film would likely be most appropriate so that he can use film 
clips to illustrate.  Nora told him that we wanted his presentation to be on the 
lighter side. 

Discussed that this lecture could be 1 ½ hours with only 15 minutes of Q and 
A, without a break as it will be a lighter topic. Discussed that he will need the 
laptop in front of him so he can chose which film clips he shows during his 
lecture. Will also need additional cordless microphones for question period as 
there will be no break. 

 

vi. May 24, 2018. Dr. Chris Patterson. 

Draft Title: 5 STEPS TO A BETTER BRAIN. Group asked to change to title 
to something like: ‘Five Steps to a Better Brain: the Difference between 
Science and Myth’. 
 
“The lecture will begin with some facts about mental aging, cognitive 
impairment and dementia. A review of evidence (scientific evidence and where 
to find it vs. popular opinion) will outline strategies to reduce the risk of 
cognitive decline and dementia. These include: regular physical exercise, 
mentally stimulating activities, healthy nutrition, a good night's sleep and social 
engagement. Gwynneth Paltrow may tell you she has the answers, but a 
better source of accurate information is the McMaster Optimal Aging Portal. 
Bring your questions and an open mind....” 

Discussed that we may want to insert a new first line, something like: “Can we 
actually do something to reduce the risk of cognitive decline?” We are hoping 
that he will bring more practical suggestions that the speakers in 2017. The 
group asked Monique to follow up with Dr. Patterson to ask him what is he 
say8ing that is different that we hear about everywhere these days? To focus 
on the scientific evidence vs. myths. To make sure he understands that we are 
more interested in the science behind it, rather than the simple, much 
understood five steps. 

It was agreed that Monique will now take over interacting with Dr. Patterson as 
Fran has other commitments 

vii. May 3, 2018 Evening Special Speaker. Daniel Dale. 

Agreed this would be separate registration, once registration for the  Spring 
series is completed. We will mention it in the regular season registration, but 

 
Nora to follow up 
with Michael to 
finalize title, topic 
outline. He has 
agreed to standard 
honorarium. Nora to 
ask him whether this 
modified format 
without a break is 
fine with him.  
 
Nora will do all the 
preliminary work 
(forms etc.) by Jan. 
12th. 
 
Faygie will introduce 
him as Nora will be 
out of the country on 
that date. 
 
 
 
Monique to follow up 
with these comments 
and questions 
regarding the title 
and content. His 
honorarium has been 
confirmed. 
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only for people to Save the Date. Agreed on time: 7:30-9 p.m.  

Draft Title: ‘My Life as a Washington Correspondent’ 

We agreed we really liked the content (below), however his suggested title 
of ‘Reporting on American Politics in the Age of Alternate Facts’, we found 
to be too long and too serious. Looking for a “fun title”. Also, to ensure that 
the title reflects content is not the same as Dan Dunsky’s. 
 
The lecture will include:   

A. What it’s like being a reporter in Washington in the Trump era.  
B. My fact-checking efforts, and whether facts and truth still matter.  
C. How this is kind of like the Rob Ford experience - but kind of not.  
D. What I’ve learned travelling the country, covering the 2016 

campaign and other stories. 
 

Bio: Daniel Dale is the Star's Washington correspondent and Bureau Chief.  He 
covered Toronto's city hall from 2010 to early 2015, serving as the acting 
Bureau Chief for the final 16 months. Daniel began his career in newspaper 
journalism at the Guelph Mercury and was successful in landing a position as an 
intern at Toronto Star in Summer 2007.  He has won two Goff Penny awards as 
Canada's best young journalist and a National Newspaper Award for short 
features.  Daniel has over 224,000 followers on Twitter and has been a 
commentator on CNN, CBC radio and national television, and MSNBC among 
others. He has been featured in Toronto Life, and Politico 

 

 
 
Fran to follow up 
with questions 
around the title. 
 
Cheryl to organize 
a meeting of the 
Event Committee 
to discuss and 
decide whether to 
seek an alternate 
venue – and if so, 
to locate and rent 
it. This followed 
from some 
discussion whether 
we need a larger 
venue since we are 
hoping to attract 
new people. 
Currently it is 
booked at the 
SRC.  

2. Next Steps 

a) Forms to be signed (see Forms attached to Programme Committee agenda or in 
Private Member area of the TLL website. They have been slightly modified since 
last time.)  

b) Deadline for form return – *** see schedule attached to Programme 
Committee Agenda:  

Need bio, title, photo and content overview for website by January 12, 2018. 
See “Speaker Engagement Requirements” form.  

Note that the afternoon sessions for the Spring Series begins at 1:30 (not 1 
p.m.).   

Lecture Agreement also needed by January 12, 2018. They can email, scan or 
snail mail it to you. 

 

 

All Programme 
Committee 
members to send 
copies of completed 
forms to Faygie and 
Fran (as Secretary) 
no later than January 
12th. 

 

Faygie to forward to 
Cheryl for inclusion 
into website and 
registration. 

3. Next Meeting:  
Date: Wednesday January 10, 2018. 11:30 – 2. Including a working lunch.  
At Faygie’s home: 11 Lang Rd., Thornhill 

  

Follow up for spring session. 

Begin selection of topics and assign new groups for Fall 2018 series 
investigations. 

 
Fran and Faygie to 
order lunch for the 
group. 

 


